
Love  

Getting better at loving: Our Enemies 

Our spiritual, physical, and emotional health is 

dependent on our attitude toward those who hurt us. 

 

We were once enemies with God: 

Colossians 1:21 
 

 Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your 

minds because of your evil behavior. 

Colossians 1:22  But now he has reconciled you by Christ's physical body through 

death to present you holy in his sight, without blemish and free from accusation— 

 

Who is not our enemy: 
*the ______: the people far from God.  Sinners.  

 

*the ____________  (directly) 

Ephesians 6:12 
 

 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the 

rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against 

the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 

 

John 10:10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that 

they may have life, and have it to the full. 

 

Today’s enemies  
1)  _________ compromisers:  works salvation (Jesus+…) 

 Philippians 3:18 
 

 For, as I have often told you before and now say again 

even with tears, many live as enemies of the cross of Christ. 

 

2)  World __________:   

1 John 2:18 
 

 Dear children, this is the last hour; and as you have heard that 

the antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists have come. This is how we 

know it is the last hour.  

 

3)  ___________ enemy:   

a. a person seeking harm toward me or those I love:   

2 Timothy 4:14 
 

 Alexander the metalworker did me a great deal of harm. The 

Lord will repay him for what he has done.  

b. people unwilling to be rightly ____________.   

3 John 1:9-10  I wrote to the church, but Diotrephes, who loves to be first, will have 

nothing to do with us. 10  So if I come, I will call attention to what he is doing, gossiping 

maliciously about us. Not satisfied with that, he refuses to welcome the brothers. He also 

stops those who want to do so and puts them out of the church. 

 

 

Romans 12:17-21 
 
   

 

How to respond when wronged 

1)  No _____________   v. 17   

Proverbs 20:22 
 

 Do not say, "I'll pay you back for this wrong!" Wait for the LORD, 

and he will deliver you.  

Matthew 5:39 
 

 But I tell you, Do not resist an evil person. If someone strikes you 

on the right cheek, turn to him the other also.      

John 18:22-23 
 

 When Jesus said this, one of the officials nearby struck him in the 

face. "Is this the way you answer the high priest?" he demanded. 
23 

 "If I said 

something wrong," Jesus replied, "testify as to what is wrong. But if I spoke the 

truth, why did you strike me?"  

 

2)  Take the ______________ toward peace. V. 18 

*may mean owning your part –apologise: 

 How to apologise: 

1.  I’m ________ for… 

2.  It was _______ because… 

3.  Next __________ I will… 

4.  Will you _________ me? 

 

*may mean an unreconciled relationship  

 

3)    __________ God  v. 19 

 

4)  Overcome evil with ________.  v. 20-21 

aggressive good will; not just passive non- retaliation.   

Action ignites motivation. 
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1.  Did you ever have an "enemy" or rival when you were a kid?  What do you 

remember about this person? 

 

2.  Who do we tend to peg as our enemies?  What does the world say about who 

our enemies are and what to do about them? 

 

3.  Read Ephesians 6:12.  Who are our real enemies?  Who is NOT our enemy? 

 How does this change the way we approach other people - especially people who 

seem like enemies? 

 

4.  Continue reading in Ephesians 6:13-18.  How do we fight and protect 

ourselves from our true enemies?   

 

So how do we get better at loving people who are our enemies?  Romans 12:17-

21 has some very specific instructions.  Read the passage together and share your 

initial thoughts on it.   

 

5.  Why is it so important that we do not repay evil for evil?  How does Jesus' 

example as portrayed by the prophet Isaiah in Isaiah 53:1-9 impact your 

behaviour and attitudes toward someone who offended, hurt, oppressed, or 

threatened you? 

 

6.  Does verse Romans 12:18 say or imply that it is possible to live at peace with 

everyone?  How might peace be attained?  What should you do if you cannot be at 

peace with someone?  (Matthew 5:43-48) 

 

7.  Read 1 Samuel 24.  How was Saul treating David?  Look closely at David's 

situation in this chapter, as well as his response to it.  Why does he not kill Saul? 

 Why does he feel so guilty for simply cutting off part of Saul's robe?  How does he 

demonstrate his trust in God? 

 

8.  What would it look like if a person allowed himself to be overcome by evil? 

 (Think back to the story of King Saul!)  Practically speaking, how do we overcome 

evil with good? 

 

9.  People typically have difficulty getting over the hurt, the wrong, the pain 

someone causes them.  How does Romans 5:6-8 help to put things into 

perspective?  What did God do when we hurt, wronged, offended Him? 

 

10.  Perhaps there are people in your life who have hurt you who have become 

like enemies.  What can you do this week to live in obedience to God and love 

them, to live at peace, and to be reconciled? 
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