
How did the world get so messed up? 

Genesis 1:31 
 

 God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. And 

there was evening, and there was morning--the sixth day. 

We ___________.  

Romans 5:12 
 

Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and 

death through sin, and in this way death came to all men, because all sinned— 

 

Sin- an _________ or ___________ against God.   

The result: Broken planet.  Broken people.  Not heaven. 

 

Romans 3:10-18 
 

   

 

Three words for sin 

*___________:  missing the mark 

Romans 3:23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 

*___________:  opposite of falling short-going beyond- 

Psalm 19:13  Keep your servant also from willful sins; may they not rule 

over me. Then will I be blameless, innocent of great transgression 

*___________:  my nature and natural impulse to do the opposite.   

 1 John 3:4  Everyone who sins breaks the law; in fact, sin is lawlessness. 

 

5 implications for the sin in this world 

*___________ disasters.   

Romans 8:22 
 

 We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains 

of childbirth right up to the present time. 

*____________ decay  

2 Corinthians 4:16 
 

 Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are 

wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day. 

*_____________ distress and disappointment. 

Ecclesiastes 1:14-15  I observed everything going on under the sun, and really, it 

is all meaningless—like chasing the wind. 
15 

 What is wrong cannot be made right. 

What is missing cannot be recovered.  

*___________ distance and discord.   

Genesis 3:12 
 

 The man said, "The woman you put here with me--she gave me 

some fruit from the tree, and I ate it."  

*___________ death and darkness.  

Isaiah 59:2  But your iniquities have separated you from your God; your sins have 

hidden his face from you, so that he will not hear. 

John 8:12 
 

 When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, "I am the light of the 

world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of 

life." 

 

Who/What hasn’t fixed it:  Not people , government, not money, 

not education, not medicine, religion (doing) 

 

Where is our hope for a broken world? 

1.  _______- and His mission of redemption 

2 Corinthians 5:17 
 
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, 

the new has come! 

Romans 5:17-19 
 
For if, by the trespass of the one man, death reigned through that one 

man, how much more will those who receive God's abundant provision of grace and of the 

gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man, Jesus Christ. 
18 

Consequently, just as 

the result of one trespass was condemnation for all men, so also the result of one act of 

righteousness was justification that brings life for all men. 
19 

For just as through the 

disobedience of the one man the many were made sinners, so also through the obedience 

of the one man the many will be made righteous. 

 

2.  We have a ________ of what to do with to God’s plan of 

redemption of this world   

_________: Receive His grace: by faith 

_________: Join in His redemption program 

 

Revelation 21:1-7    

 

Ecclesiastes 7:2
 

 It is better to go to a house of mourning than to go to a 

house of feasting, for death is the destiny of every man; the living should 

take this to heart.  

 

Foundational truths 

1. Everyone spends Eternity somewhere 

2 Corinthians 5:1  

2. Everyone dies.   

 Psalm 89:48 
 

  

3. Death is a comma, not a period.   

 2 Corinthians 5:8-9  

4. There are no second chances.  Permanent.  Irreversible.  
 

Hebrews 9:27  

5. We already have had adequate warning. 

           Romans 1:18-23 
 

  

           Ecclesiastes 3:11 
 

   

6. What we do today, impacts Eternity.  The choice we make     

about Jesus, is everything. 
 

7. We have no promise of tomorrow. 

  Proverbs 27:1  

8. God is just 

           Romans 2:5-6
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1. Share a time when you messed up as a kid or disobeyed your 

parents that you can laugh about now. 

 

2.  If God knew we were going to choose to sin, why did He give us 

the free will to choose?   

 

3.  How have you witnessed the implications of sin in this world?  

(natural disasters, physical decay, emotional distress/disappointment, 

relational distance/discord, spiritual death/darkness) 

 

4.  What are some typical reactions that people have when bad 

things happen?  What do they say, how do they feel? 

 

5.  Review the story of Joseph in Genesis 37, 39-45.  How do you 

think Joseph felt when he was sold as a slave (Gen. 37:27-36)  

Falsely accused?  (Gen. 39:7-18)  Imprisoned?  (Gen. 39:19-20)  

Forgotten?  (Gen. 40:20-23) 

 

6.  In spite of all the sinful decisions, attitudes, and behaviours 

mentioned in these chapters, how did God show Himself to be 

sovereign in Joseph's life? 

 

7.  How did Joseph respond to the bad things that happened to 

him?  (being sold as a slave, being falsely accused, being 

imprisoned, and forgotten)  See Genesis 45:4-14, 50:19-21) 

 

8.  How does it make you feel to think that God is in control - in the 

good times AND the bad times? 

 

9.  How does God show His mercy AND His justice in dealing with 

our sin? 

 

10.  How does the knowledge that we cannot escape sin on our own 

change the way you live? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Questions 

 

Can’t Answer: 

 

How Did the World  

Get So Messed Up? 

 

 

 

 


