
Love  

Getting better at loving: Our Enemies 

 

2 Timothy 3:12-13 
 

 In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in 

Christ Jesus will be persecuted, 
13 

 while evil men and impostors will go 

from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived. 

 

What is forgiveness? 

To forgive is to set them ____________ in your heart.   

Free from our right and desire for revenge and to punish them. 

 

 

Six things forgiving is not: 

*Forgiving is not _______________/tolerating. 

*Forgiving is not _______________.   

*Forgiving is not _______________ or consequences. 

*Forgiving is not _______________.   

*Forgiving is not _______________.  

*Forgiving is not the same as ____________ conflict.   

 

Luke 17:3-10
 

   

 

Luke 6:27-36  

 

1 Peter 2:23 
 

 When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when 

he suffered, he made no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who 

judges justly. 

 

Ephesians 4:32 
 

Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each 

other, just as in Christ God forgave you.  

 

Colossians 3:13 
 

Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you 

may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 

 

Forgiven people __________ people. 

 

 

Getting Better at Loving our Enemies; 

*__________ 1 Cor. 13  Love is patient and kind… 

*Do ________: more than just passive withholding revenge, 

actively seeking their betterment  

*_________:  begin with prayer, listen, eat, serve, story 

*_________:  

*_________: time, words, gifts, service 

*_________: 

 

 

Whaddabout: 

*If they’ve died, or if it would be unwise to have contact 

*If they are monsters.   

*Unrepentant   

*Continue to do wrong   

 

 

How:  the next steps  

1)  Prayerfully, check my heart attitude 

3)  Forgive concretely, specifically.  I forgive ___ for ______ 

4)  Do it patiently.  Forgiving is a process.   

5)  Do it quietly at first. 

6) Forgive realistically. 

 

Recommended resources: 

Forgive and Forget: Lewis Smedes               

Unpacking Forgiveness:  Chris Brauns 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Ti+3%3A12-13
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Lk+6%3A27-36


 

 

1.  Did you ever apologize for something as a child simply because you were 

instructed to do so?  Did you ever receive an apology that you felt was 

insincere?  Do you remember the situation?  How did you feel? 

 

2.  Discuss how forgiving can sometimes feel like condoning, tolerating, 

reconciling, injustice, forgetting, excusing, smothering, or denying. 

 

3.  What is forgiveness really?   

 

Read Luke 17:3-10 together. 

 

4.  How do you forgive without reinforcing someone's harmful behaviour? 

 

5.  How does the disciples' plea in verse 5 relate to Jesus' instruction to 

forgive?  What do we need in order to obey and forgive others? 

 

6.  How does Jesus explain our responsibility to forgive in verses 7-10? 

 

7.  Why should we forgive others?  (Ephesians 4:32, Colossians 3:13)  What 

does that mean to you? 

 

8.  Consider Jesus' example in 1 Peter 2:21-25.  What did He suffer?  What 

was the cause?  How did he respond? 

 

9.  How could it be harmful to us to NOT forgive those who have hurt us? 

 

10.  How is it possible to forgive when we really don't want to do so?  Where 

does the power and ability to obey and forgive come from? (Acts 1:8, 2 

Corinthians 3:17-18) 

 

11.  Can we close the door on an issue simply by saying, "I forgive you"?  

 

**Personal challenge:  Take time on your own this week to discover if there is 

someone in your life that you need to forgive.  Read Luke 6:27-36 with them 

in mind.  Ask God for the power and faith to obey! (Philippians 2:13) 
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