
Love-

Getting better at loving: Our God 

 

Foundational understandings: 

1) We love, because God _________ loved us   

2) Our love for God is not a love between ___________.   

Love between equals:  _______________ 

Love from greater to lesser:  __________ 

Love from lesser to greater:  ________    Loving God back. 

 

3) Some expressions of worship: 

Singing Psalm 96:1 

Prayer: Psalm 95:6, 7 

Spending time in God’s Word: Psalm 119:18 

Financial Giving:  2 Cor. 9:7 

Body:  Rom 12:1   

Priority:  Matthew 6:33 

Gifts and Skills:  Eph. 2:10 

Serving:  giving of our good works:  Hebrews 13:16  

 

4) Ultimate and fullest expression of Love:  ___________  

 2 John 1:6  Love means doing what God has commanded us… 

 

5) Our default tendency is to ___________.   

We will never drift into getting better at loving God. 

 

In Biblical worship, there is always the principle of ________.   

 

How do we get better at loving God back?    Malachi 1 
  

We see the sin of Malachi’s day:  worshippers giving less than 

their best. 

The people sacrificed to God wrongly through 

 (1) _____________ and second best  

 (2) _____________ 

 (3) outright ________________  

 

 

 

 

How do we get better at loving God back: 

Stop: 

1)  The _________ tendencies        

How:  stop thinking about yourself first. 

 

Matthew 15:8  "'These people honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far 

from me. 

 

2)  The ___________ relationships       

Isaiah 58:4  What good is fasting when you keep on fighting and quarreling? This 

kind of fasting will never get you anywhere with me. 

1 John 4:20 
 

 If anyone says, "I love God," yet hates his brother, he is a liar. For 

anyone who does not love his brother, whom he has seen, cannot love God, whom 

he has not seen. 

Matthew 5:23-24 
 

 "Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there 

remember that your brother has something against you, 
24 

 leave your gift there in 

front of the altar. First go and be reconciled to your brother; then come and offer 

your gift. 

How: by asking:  is everything ok between us?  Have I wronged 

you?  Or, I feel wronged, I’m concerned… 

 

3)  The shallowness and not giving ____________ 

Malachi 1:8  When you bring blind animals for sacrifice, is that not wrong? When 

you sacrifice crippled or diseased animals, is that not wrong? Try offering them to 

your governor! Would he be pleased with you? Would he accept you?" says the 

LORD Almighty. 

 

Start: 

1. _________:  immediately, completely, joyfully.   

Baptism?  Reconciliation? Sin? 

2.  _______:  worship is so much more than an hour on Sunday.   

3.  _______.  Love is expressed through giving. 

4.  _______:  Loving God is an ongoing, moment by moment, decision 

by decision awareness of giving to God. 

 

This week, one thing I will do in my private time of worship is 

__________________________________ 

This week, one thing I will do in our Church Family time of worship is 

__________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Jn+1%3A6


 

“And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul 

and with all your mind and with all your strength.’ ..." 

 

 

1. Describe a memorable time of worship in your private time. 

 

 

2. Describe a memorable time of worship in a church/group setting. 

 

 

3. What made it memorable? 

 

 

4. In John 14:15-27, Jesus, speaking to the disciples, repeats several times the 

concept, "if you love Me, you will obey Me."  Read this passage carefully and 

discuss.   

How can we accomplish this?       How do we get the help that we need?    

 

 

5. Read Philippians 3:12-15.  We don't naturally drift toward obedience and loving 

God.  What is required while we live on this earth? 

 

 

6. What do you sacrifice as you worship personally or as a church family? 

 

7. What can we individually do to prepare for Sunday morning worship? 

 

 

8. Discuss some practical ways that you can worship God everyday, everywhere. 

 Share ideas and try to put at least one new idea into practice this week!  Pray 

together that we will be people who are characterized by love, obedience, and 

worship!  

 

 

"...The second is this: ‘You shall love your neighbour as yourself.’ There is no 

other commandment greater than these.”  ~Mark 12:30-31 

 

Recommended resources:   

*Practice of the Presence of God:  Brother Lawrence 

*So you want to be like Christ- Charles Swindoll 

*Our Daily Bread  

*The Life You’ve Always Wanted- John Ortberg 

*The Divine Mentor- Wayne Cordeiro 

*Purpose Driven Life- Rick Warren 
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